
 

 
 

To:  Honorary Secretaries 

CC:  IRFU Women’s Committee, WDO’s, Branch Women’s Committees, Chairs & 
Domestic Rugby Managers 

From:  Amanda Greensmith , Women’s Development Manager 

Date: 10th January 2022  

Subject: Canterbury Give It A Try 2021 (GIAT) 

 

Dear Honorary Secretary, 

 

The IRFU, in association with Canterbury, are delighted that we will be running the Canterbury Give It 

A Try (GIAT) programme again in 2022 and applications are now open. 

 

Following extensive consultation with clubs that ran the programme over the past few years, we have 

looked at elements of the programme that worked, and those that didn’t.  The most effective window for 

running the programme is May and June and that is the window we will return to in 2022.  All being 

well with Covid, schools will still be open, families will not be on holidays and clubs will not have closed 

for their summer break.   

 

We also hope to run provincial blitzes at the end of the programme which we have not been able to do 

since 2019.  All participating clubs will be asked to run a ‘Refresher’ weekend in August (preferably 

28/29) to bring the participants back into the club close to the start of the season. 

 

84 clubs across the island of Ireland ran the programme during the August/September window in 2021 

and whilst the numbers participating varied from club to club, almost 1700 girls took part.  26 of those 

clubs were running the programme for the first time in order to introduce girls’ rugby to the club or to 

increase the number of girls playing at mini and U14.  Many of the clubs have been able to field teams at 

U12 and U14 as a direct result of running the Canterbury GIAT programme. 

 

Further information on the programme is attached as well as the application form.  Please note the 

application criteria.  Applications should be submitted before 11th February 2022 with successful clubs 

being advised by 21st February. 

 

If you have any questions please let me know, amanda.greensmith@irfu.ie.  

 

Regards, 

Amanda Greensmith 

Women’s Development Manager 
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